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Report  Board  Charities  and  Reform. 


To  His  Excclh'iicy  KoIhm-I   I?.  Siuitli,  rjovenior  of  tlio  State  of 

Montana  : 

At  least  one  iiieiiihei-  of  the  Jioai-d  visited  the  followini;-  slate 
institutions:  Penitentiary,  Deer  Lodi-e;  Insane  Asylnni, 
^^'a^nl  Spi-iniis;  Sclux)!  for  tlu'  Deaf  and  Blind,  Honlder:  Re- 
form School,  ^Miles  Titv;  and  Orphans'  ironn\  Twin  Uridines. 


ST  A4\E    VK  X  IT  K  XT  I  A 1  n'    K  J^:  1 »()  K  T. 

^Ve  visited  the  state  penitentiary  at  Deer  Lodi^e  on  October 
TO.  1900.  ^^\>  Icvmn^d  that  tlu-re  ^^('re  852  prisoners  in  all— 34S 
men  and  4  Avomen.  The  wardens,  Messrs.  Conley  and  McTa^ne, 
understand  their  l)iisin(\ss  and  do  their  work  well.  We 
take  pleasure  in  sayin.ij  to  tln^  ])(>o])le  of  ^fontana 
that  this  institution  is  iu  most  (•om])etent  hands.  The 
prisoners  were  nenerally  in  most  excellent  health — only  three 
l)eini>'  in  the  hospital  and  they  were  not  seriously  sick — thus 
showing  that  the  physical  condition  of  tlu^  prisoners  is  well 
looked  after.  AVe  were  ])leased  to  find  that  a  hand  of  82  instru- 
ments had  been  organized  there,  which  we  considci'  is  not  only 
instructive  but  of  great  hel])  to  the  ]»ris(mers.  At  no  time  has 
the  i>enitentiary  been  crowded. 

The  books  show  that  on 

October  10,  1897.  there   wen^  o3b  prisoners. 
10,  1898.       "         "       374 
10,  1899,       "         "       327 
10,  1900       -         "       352 

The  capacity  of  the  penitentiaiy  is  465. 

For  the  state  penitentiary  Ave  desire  to  make  but  one  recom- 
mendation : 

We  desire  to  most  earnestly  recommend  that  a  state  chaplain 
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be  appoiiitcMl  for  the  |KMiiteiiti:ii-y.  The  local  luiiiisters  of  Doer 
Lod.iie  are  to  l)0  eoiuiiieiuled  for  having  kept  up  regular  services 
for  the  i)risouers  e\ery  Sunday  afternoon,  but  we  are  fully  con- 
vinced that  the  time  lias  come  when  a  chaplain  should  he  ap- 
])oint(Ml  \\h(»  should  give  his  entire  time  to  the  moral,  educa- 
tional and  s])iritnal  needs  of  the  hundreds  of  men  and  women 
(•(uifined  withiij,  the  great  stone  walls  of  the  ]>enitentiary.  We 
are  i>leas(M!  t(^  state,  however,  that  the  Ihuird  has  visited  a  nuni- 
hei-  of  the  county  ])risons  and  vhat  we  tiud  in  nearly  all  the 
leadings  towns  the  <liristian  ]hh)\)\v  of  different  churches,  in- 
cluding the  Salvation  Army,  are  hohling  regular  services  in 
the  jails  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  prisoners. 


INSANE  ASYi.r:Nr. 

We  visited  the  insane  asylum  at  >\'arm  Springs  on  October 
11,  IIMJO.  Tl'.ere  A\ere  4T(»  inmates — 3t)0  men  and  110  women. 
])rs.  AA'arren  and  ^Mussigltrod,  who  have  the  contract  for  car- 
ing for  the  insane  are  ])erforming  their  duty  as  per  contract. 
The  place  is  the  acme  of  cleanliness.  Nature  appears  to  have 
conspired  to  mal<e  this  i)lace  especially  suitable  for  the  care 
of  these  ])atients.  It  is  one  of  the  beautiful  spots  in  iMontana. 
The  wards  are  receiving  excellent  care.  The  rations  servwl  are 
clean  and  A\'ho]esouu\  Tlie  unfortunates  are  ke])t  clean  and 
they  wear  clean  clothing.  The  sanitary  rules  are  strict  and  rig- 
idly enfoi'ced.  AVe  ai'e  compelled  to  praise  the  management  of 
this  asylum.  They  have  recently  built  a  hospital  l)uilding  100 
feet  long  by  40  feet  wide,  and  furnished  it  with  all  the  modern 
ajqdiances  at  a  total  cost,  for  l)uilding  and  furniture,  of  over 
110,000. 


SCHOOL  FOK  THE  DEAF  AND  BLIND. 

Octo])er  13th  we  visited  the  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind 
at  Boulder.  There  were  33  pupils— 23  deaf  and  10  blind.  How- 
ever, arrangements  had  been  made  for  S  more — 5  deaf  and  3 
blind— making  a  total. of  41.  Prof.  Thomas  S.  McAlouey,  Su- 
perintendent, appeared  to  have  things  well  in  hand.  Associated 
with   him   \\ere  two  teachers  for  the  blind  and   three  for  the 
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deaf.  A  buildin<>'  30  feet  square  has  recently  been  erected  for  the 
industrial  department.  This  department  is  vet  in  its  infancy 
but  is  taking-  on  considerable  life  jAud  energy.  Instruc- 
tion in  carpenterinii  and  farminu'  was  iiiveii.  Carpet  and  ham- 
mock weavinj^-  Avas  in  proi^ress.  A  h)om  has  been  ordered  and 
will  soon  be  in  place.  A  class  of  six  is  receivinj>'  special  instruc- 
tion in  type  writing.  Seven  instruments  for  an  orchestra  had 
just  ariived  We  wish  to  commend  very  much  this  department 
of  the  A\ork.  A\'e  A\ere  informed  that  enough  potatoes  had  been 
raised  for  the  institution,  and  also  enough  hay  and  grain  for 
their  horses.  The  institution  was  crowded  to  its  full  capacity. 
Their  jiresent  buildings  should  be  enlarged  or  other  buildings 
erected  immediately. 

We  were  informed  that  there  ai-e  25  feeble-minded  ])ersons 
in  the  asylum  at  AVarm  Springs  avIio  should  be  in  an  institution 
especially  for  th(»  feeble-minded.  We  learned  of  about  20  others 
in  the  State  who  should  be  in  that  kind  of  an  institution  at 
once.  >N'e  are  contident  that  the  a.sylum  at  Wai*m  Sjirings  is 
not  a  suitable  j)lace  for  the  feeble-minded,  and  we  deem  it  of 
very  great  imi)ortance  that  a  se])arate  building  be  erected  for 
this  unfortunate  class  of  ]X'ople  known  as  the  feeble-minded. 


KECOMMENDATION. 

\Ve  wish  to  recommend,  therefore,  that  a  suitable  building 
for  the  feeble-minded  be  erected  in  I5oulder  not  far  from  the 
school  for  the  deaf  and  blind.  \Ye  make  this  suggestion,  be- 
cause to  feel  tliat  when  said  building  shall  have  been  ere(.-ted  the 
Superintendent  for  the  school  for  the  deaf  and  blind  could  also 
have  charge  of  the  feeble-minded. 


REFOKM   SCHOOL. 

On  No^•.  10th  Ave  visited  the  reform  school  at  ^liles  City. 
After  careful  investigation  Ave  decided  that  Avith  C.  B.  Dickin- 
son as  director  and  his  Avife  as  matron  the  institution  Avas  in 
Aery  competent  hands.  Associated  with  them  are  some  efiicient 
ofiicers.  Mr.  J.  N.  Anderson  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Mills  teach  the 
common  English  l)ranches.     Mrs.  Cheever  is  seamstress;   Mrs. 
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v^liy  toaclios  tho  ,uirls  how  to  cook  nud  'Slvs.  Olesoii  luis  cliarjje 
(tf  the  hmiidi'v.  A.  1>.  Perkins  is  a  inusieal  ex])ert,  aud  with 
about  1(1  baud  instrunK?nts  he  has  suceeeded  in  trainini*-  as  many 
boys  to  become  quite  skiled  in  mnsif.  Mr.  .Aforris  and  ^Ir.  Bos- 
nian \\-ere  also  anionjn'  the  officers  A\iio  were  kept  busy  witli 
many  things.  The  school  seemed  well  ecinipped.  They  have 
three  j^ood  dormitories — one  for  the  liirls  and  two  for  the  boys 
— so  arran.ncd  that  the  laruer  boys  are  kept  separate  most  of 
the  time  froiu  the  smaller  boys.  There  were  (55  boys  in  the 
school  and  ten  ^irls.  All  are  reipiired  to  attend  school  half  a 
day  and  work  half  a  day.  Half  of  the  boys  attend  school  in  the 
foriMKxm  and  the  other  half  in  the  afternoon.  Everything 
seemed  orderly  and  well  manajied.  The  children  go  to  bed  at 
T  :oO  p.  m.  and  get  np  at  5 :30  a.  m.  Their  meals  are  on  time  and 
of  good  Avholesome  food,  and  a  different  bill  of  fare  for  each 
day  of  the  week. 

We  used  to  think  that  it  was  an  awfnl  thing  for  a  chihl  to 
lie  sent  to  a  I'cform  school;  that  the  association  with  other  bad 
children  would  do  more  harm  than  good.  But  after  visiting 
Miles  City  our  minds  were  changed  on  that  point.  In  the  first 
place  the  larger  boys  are  kept  almost  entirely  from  the  smaller 
boys.  In  the  second  phice,  a  reliable  otiicer  is  Avith  them  all  the 
time,  day  and  night.  Of  course,  bad  children  are  punished  if 
they  deserve  it  bnt  not  cruelly.  They  simply  receive  punish- 
yuent  enough  to  go\<n-n  tliem.  .Alost  of  the  children  learn  this 
lesson  soon,  and  then  I  hey  have  a  good  tinuv  We  believe  that 
<h(M-e  are  many  children  in  the  state  who  have  never  learned 
obedience,  ^^  ho  won  Id  be  greatly  impi'oved  by  a  year  or  two's 
training  in  the  IJeform  School.  Imleedl  if  it  took  five  years' 
training  it  won  Id  be  better  by  far  than  to  let  a  child  go  on  in 
disobedience  and  wrongdoing  and  get  farther  and  farther  astray. 

Kvery  Sunday  at  li  A.  ^\.  the  entire  school  attends  Sunday 
s(diool  or  Bible  school  in  the  assend»ly  room.  Every  Sunday 
afternoon  one  of  the  ministers  frouj  Miles  City  preaches  to 
them. 

This  institution  has  some  g(»od  proi)erty.  They  have  100  acres 
of  laud;  3  dormitories,  a  good  barn,  a  large  cellar,  8  horses, 
13  cows,  200  hens  and  100  hogs.  They  greatly  need  100  acres 
more  land. 
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OKPHANS'    ROME. 


We  visited  the  Or])liaiis'  Home  at  Twin  Bridges  on  Nov.  27tli, 
1900.  ^Vitll  Wiley  Moiiiitjoy  as  Sii[><n-iiitendent  and  liis  wife 
as  matron  we  think  it  would  ])e  im])ossible  to  malce  any  im- 
provement in  tlie  management  of  tliis  institntion.  They  are 
iibly  assisted  in  this  work  l»y  the  t'olh)wing:  ^Iv.  R.  M.  Tov<\v, 
steward;  :\lrs.  K.  ]{.  Tovey,  laundress;  IVIrs.  II.  L.  WiHetl, 
<-()ok;  ^liss  Emma  Elliott  and  Miss  Pearl  Ooetsehins,  teachers; 
-Airs.  Agnes  A\'ood,  nnrse;  Miss  Jennie  TeSelle  ami  Miss  (ici-- 
trnde  Willett,  seamstressc^s;  .Airs.  Jessie  OoAvan,  Ass't  matron; 
Miss  Avis  Dawson,  diningroom;  ^liss  Dora  May,  chambermaid. 

There  are  now  in  the  home  92  children.  Tliey  have  received 
during  the  year  230;  indentured  and  sent  home  148,  lost  by 
death  4,  and  discharged  4.  The  home  was  full,  so  that  many 
aj)plications  have  had  to  be  refused.  We  regard  the  work  that 
is  being  done  by  this  home  as  one  (►f  the  most  im])ortant  in  the 
state.  Vet  they  could  do  much  more  if  they  had  more  room. 
110,000  would  complete  the  main  building  and  give  them  almost 
double  the  room  they  now  have.  A  good  nursery  should  l)e  built 
as  soon  as  possil)le  and  in  bad  winter  weather  they  greatly  need 
some  kind  of  a  gymnasium.  They  are  also  in  need  of  a  larger 
barn  and  more  land.  They  now  have  only  52  acres,  but  they 
ought  to  have  at  least  100  acres.  We  are  convinced  that  this  is 
one  of  our  most  important  state  institutions,  and  we  believe  that 
the  state  funds  could  not  be  more  wisely  expended  than  to  en- 
large this  institution  and  makt^  it  in  ever^^  Avay  equal  to  the  de- 
mands made  upon  it. 

AVe  ai-e  s(tri-y  to  rei»ort  that  ^^'c  have  been  unabk^  to  visit  the 
Soldiers'  Honu'. 

KesiKH-tfully  submitted, 

W.  A\  .  VAN  OKSDEL,  Pres. 
WALTER  M.  JORDAN,  Sec. 
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